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There were at that time in Paris a number of malcontents, as there always are. The police had kept a watchful eye upon them; but for a time its vigilance seemed to have abated. In truth, since the retirement of Comte Dubois the police of Paris had been very indifferently conducted. Of this an event which occurred at the period here alluded to is an undeniable proof. In after-times it will scarcely be credited that in Paris one man, by his own unassisted attempt, was on the point of overthrowing the Government and establishing a new order of things neither wanted nor sought for, and that that man HIMSELF placed under arrest the Minister and the Lieutenant of Police. Yet all this really happened on the 23d of October, 1812.*
Mallet's conspiracy produced an agitation which was felt in the most remote provinces of the Empire. Maria Louisa was at that time at Saint Cloud. She showed no signs of alarm, but took her daily rides on horseback in the surrounding woods, which for ought she knew, might have been the haunt of conspirators. Only General Mallet and his two accomplices had been arrested, and it was at first believed that they must have confederates who would subsequently be discovered. This was not courage on the part of Maria Louisa; it was her natural apathy, and a disinclination to trouble herself about a matter which probably she did not very well understand.
<( What could they have done to ME ?J) she said, with an air of hauteur, to the Archchancellor when he went to Saint Cloud to acquaint her with the affair. It
* Of General Mallet's singular conspiracy, to which Madame Junot here alludes, an interesting and minute account is given by the Due de Rovigo. Mallet and his accomplices, Guidal and Lahorie, were unanimously condemned to death, after a trial which lasted three very conspicuous among a crowd of elegant women who took nart in these brilliant festivitiesatch, compared notes between it and the timepiece, and then said in a voice loud enough to be heard:
